[From connective tissue to the extracellular matrix. Apropos of the 30th birthday of the Foundation of the French Society of Connective Tissue].
The origin of the foundation of the French Connective Tissue Society is briefly described since its foundation in 1963 after the 1st international colloquium organized on this topic in France in 1962 as well as the recent history of this discipline, leading to the foundation of the Federation of European Connective Tissue Societies in 1967-1968. The rapid increase of our knowledge concerning the four major families of macromolecules, collagens, elastin, proteoglycans and structural glycoproteins will be discussed by colleagues who contributed to these fields over the last three decades. Some of the recent contributions of our laboratory, the 1st in France entirely devoted to this discipline are also described, such as the identification of the elastin receptor and the mechanism of interaction between cells and elastic fibers.